Organizing a Sustainable Regatta
&
Case Study:
2018 Youth Sailing World Championships



What is Sustainability ?

There are many definitions of sustainability.

The United Nation’s 1987 Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development: Our Common
Future noted that “sustainable development should meet the needs of the present without compromising
the well-being of future generations”.

In 2000, the Earth Charter broadened the definition of sustainability to include the idea of a global society
“founded on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice, and a culture of peace.”

The International Olympic Committee’s official definition of sustainability states that, “when making
decisions, we ensure feasibility, and we seek to maximize positive impact and minimize negative impact in the
social, economic and environmental spheres.”

For the Youth Sailing World Championships in Corpus Christi, the organizing committee focused mainly on the
environmental and educational aspects of sustainability.



Benefits of Sustainable Events

Environmental leadership and education of the community
Increased awareness to reduce waste, energy and the consumption of materials

Diverting waste from landfills which are quickly reaching maximum capacity to recycling centers
and/or industrial composting facilities

Encouraging the use of sustainable services and commodities and expanding their markets



Planning Your Event



Planning Your Event
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Sustainability Goals

Reach the Platinum Level of Clean Regatta, as designated by Sailors for the Sea.

Promote environmental awareness and ocean conservation to the youth participants in the regatta
and local South Texas community by including an environmental education component in the
regatta.

Create an environmental legacy program for the South Texas Community and for the Youth World
Sailing Championships.

Publish a sustainability report based on GRI Standards which can be used as a benchmark for future
World Sailing Championships.



Environmental Impact



No Single-Use Plastic Water Bottle Policy

23, 373 L of water consumed on water and
land.

2,177 L of ice used to cool 5-gal jugs
equipped with dolphin pumps on water.

Over 65,000 single-use 12 oz. water bottles
saved.

Boxed water used as sealed water for
doping control and backup water supply.

Only about 40% of participants brought a
reusable water bottle.

Reusable water bottles provided by World
Sailing intended for windsurfers.



Zero Single-Use Plastic

Reusable lunch totes and snack bags for lunches on the water

Flag poles in opening ceremony were bamboo

Connections for fencing & banners were reusable bungee cord
Connections for race committee flags were reusable zip ties
No plastic straws

Tableware & utensils were either china or compostable
Reusable bags for competitors

Bulk food

No single-use bottles in hotel rooms

Sponsor banners made of recyclable fabric and printed with
water-based Inks



Waste Management:
Composting, Recycling, & Landfill

8 waste stations in Water’s Edge Park, 4 in Emerald Beach
Hotel, and 1 at the Corpus Christi Yacht club

A total of 3.66 t of waste generated

89.8% of waste (3.28 t) diverted from the landfill into recycling
and compost




Fuel Usage
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Energy Usage

e Plan:

o Emerald Beach Hotel: read energy meters

o CCYacht Club: read energy meters

o Water’s Edge Park: no plan made

e Result:
o Emerald Beach Hotel: energy meter read was not for the whole hotel

o CCYacht Club: energy meter read included the whole marina not the Yacht Club
alone. Able to estimate using current and previous years energy usage for the

month of July

o Water’s Edge Park: no energy meters found




Carbon Emissions

e A total of 666.14 tonnes of CO,e emissions were
produced during the event

® Included:

o Container shipping of sailboats to the event

o Fuel (diesel and gas) used for support boats during
the event,

o Fuel (diesel) used for portable refrigeration units

o Waste emissions (landfill, recycling, and compost)

o All travel (flights and driving) from non-local
competitors, volunteers, race committee and
officials

e Saved over 22 tonnes of CO,e emissions by
recycling and composting




Other Environmental Measures Taken

Reduction of paper by using multiple screens to display pertinent
information

Lightweight, fuel-efficient RIBS were used where possible
No fuel spills reported during the regatta
Promotion of Harken Derm reef safe sunscreen
No soap boat wash
o 59,317 L of non-potable water were used for washing boats.

o 220 boats & 6 days of sailing, 44.93 L of water was used per day, per
boat daily.

“No Dumping / Only Rain in the Drain” Storm drain markers
Encourage individuals to reuse hotel sheets and towels

T-shirts , purchased from from E-GEN™, were made of 60-95% recycled
plastic materials



Behavioral Habits

e Pre and post sustainability
survey:

o Pre-survey: 53.9%
response rate

o Post survey: 14.7%
response rate

o 45.2% of post regatta surveyed
pledge for the Clean Seas
Campaign

e First sustainability award at
YSWC




Education Programs



Beach Clean-up

e Two beach clean ups on McGee Beach near the
regatta:

o July 8th (1 week before the regatta)
o July 22nd (2 days after the regatta)

e Sponsored by the Surfrider Foundation- Texas Coastal
Bend Chapter




Wildlife Plan




Conservation Booths

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department o Texas A&M Corpus Christi Coastal Bend
Texas State Aquarium Conservation & Restoration Lab
Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research o Islander Green Team - Texas A&M Corpus Christi

Reserve o Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program
Surfrider Foundation - Texas Coastal Bend

Chapter




Art Initiatives

Plastic bottle art installation at the Corpus Christi
International Airport

Oceans of Plastic gallery exhibit by
environmentalist artist

“The Bottom Line” chalk mural
Farmers Market Regatta night

Free family art programs




Other Education Programs

e Opening ceremony with e Solar-Powered
Dr. Sylvia Earle Compost Machine
e Movie Night e Yacht Club Staff

Education




Legacy Programs

Texas Sailing Association (TSA) formed a “green team” within their organization.

Corpus Christi sustainability event plan created for future city events.

A sustainability report was published on the YSWC for future sailing events to become
sustainable.



Contacts and Questions

Elizabeth Kratzig
e sailingteamtravel@gmail.com

Katherine Martin
e ksustainablesoln@gmail.com



mailto:sailingteamtravel@gmail.com
mailto:ksustainablesoln@gmail.com

Your Opinion Matters

Please open the
and complete the session survey
for a chance

Thank you for attending this session.
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